THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
y MINISTERIUM 
x 
STATE OF NORTH-CAROLINA 
CONVENED IN ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, 
5 | | | 
Lincoln County, N. C., on May 18th, 1832. 
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_MINUTES. 
Thursday morning, May the 17th, 1832. 

In conformity to a resolution of the last Synod, a number 
of roe and Lay Delegates convened at St. Paul’s Church 
Lincoln’County ; but in consequence of the absense of an or- 
dained member, ‘who was detained by the high water of Ca- *|° 
tawba, a quorum could pot be formed ; whereupon the Breth- 
ren with the Congregation, joined in public worship, which 
commenced at 1! o’clock,, M. The Rev. Grimes 
pronounced a discourse in ‘the English language frem Rom. 
lich, 29v. At 2 o'clock, P. M., another discourse in the Eng- 
lish language was delivered by the Rev. Joun T. Tasver, from ; be, 


John 7ch. I7v, After. singing and prayer the congregation 
was comers to meet again on Friday roma} at 9 o'clock. 


Friday morning, May 18th, 1832. 

The President being absent on account of age and increas- 
ing infirmity, the session was opened With erbytheSec- . | 
| retary, after which the names were called, ware the iGlowing : 

Ministers and Delegates appeared and took their seats. 


The Lancoln Count 
Jacob 


| Davidson County. 
a William Artz, Orange County. 
John T. Tabler, Rowan County. 
Adam Grimes, Surry County, h| 
The Lay Delegates present were 


Church, Lincoln County. 
age’s Rowan County. 
Michael’ s Chureh, Iredell Co. 


| Miller, - «= Union Church, Rowan County. 
Jacob House, + §t. John’s Church, Lincoln ounty. 
Frederick Scherer, - Friedens Church, Guilford County. 


The Rev'd D. Schiéek, Delegate from the South Carolina Synod, was intre- 
and imvited to take seat with this body. 


» The membérs now proceeded to the election of officers for 
the ensuing year. Op the votes it. appeared that the 
following brethren wé re duly elec | 
. Rev'd Henry Graber, 
V illiam Artz, Secretary. 
Fheobald Lentz, Treasurer. 
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at 9 o’clock. 


we were then handed i in, and the ins 
tended for the Synod. | 
On motion, resolved, that the letters be referred to a Com- 

mittee. 

The Rev'd Jacab Mille?, Rev'd J. D: Sheck and Major G, 
Huffman, were appointed’ said committee. 

A committee to report’on the petitions was appointed con- 
sisting of Rev'd H. Graber, Rev’d Wm. Artz and rlasremtae. 
Scherer. 

A third committee was appointed to report on the Minutes hed 
of sister Synods, composed of the Rev. John T. Tabler, Theo- as 
bald Lentz and Philip Oehler. € 


The resolution contained in the Minutes of last Synod, res- * ia 
pecting the proposed constitution was taken up & discussed. — é 
On motion, it was resolved, that said constitution be read. . 
Resolved, that we attend to the exercise of divine worship. i 


At 2o’clock, the Rev'd Jacob Miller preached from If Tim, 
3ch, 16, 17 verses, 


Synod resumed ‘its business, - ad 
The Rev, Mr. Fritche, of the German ai Chure “A 
was introduced and invited te partake in the deliberations ~g s ‘. 


the Synod, 

The Protons constitution was then read, shale after arti- 
cle, and remarkggmad@by the members, © 
On motion, the Synod adjourned until to-morrow morping 


Prayer by the Rev. Mr. rigs © 


Saturday morning, 19th, 

Synod opened with prayer by the Secretary. 

Reading the constitution continued, and remarks on 
same by the members. ; 

On motion, it was resolved, that a committee consisting of 
two Ministers and two Lay Delegates be appointed to make — 
such amendments of the constitution and additions to it, as 
are deemed necessary, and present the o to the Synod on 
‘Tuesday morning next. 


The following persons were appointed to constitute said . 
committee: Rev'd H. Graber, Rev'd Wm, Artz, Major ny e 
Huffman and Frederick Scherer. ‘ 


The committer the-dety of examiny 
ing sundry documents beg leave to report, that— _ i 


No, 1 and 2 contains papers which your committee recom: * 
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mend be .referred-to the may hereafter be 
“appointed to examiné the Treasurer's account. 
‘No, 3, 1s the manuscript of the proceedings of the Synod of 
_ 1831, prepared. for the press by the late Secretary; your com- 
mittee recommend, that they be recorded in the Journal of 
the Synod. 
Nos. 4 and 5 be referred to the Synod. 
No. 6, contains letters of a private character, and conse- 
quently do not concern the Synod. _— 
~ No. 7, contains letters from Samuel Rothrock to the Rev. 
G. Shober, late President of this Synod, having reference to 
certain reports in circulation injurious to himself. Your com- 
mittee have been able to learn from letters received from the 
Professors in the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, that 
the reports are without foundation, : 
No. 8, contains three letters, the first of which is from our 
Rev'd Brother D. P. Rosenmiller, directed to the Synod, your 
. committee recommend, that the said letter be read before the 


abe and that some order be taken upon it. _The second is 


from the same, intended for the Missionary Society of the 
vangelical Lutheran Church of North-Carolina The third 
is from Mr. Samuel Rothrock to Rev'd G. Shober, acknowledg- 
_ Ing the receipt of fifty dollars sent him by the Treasurer of the 
Synod, for which he has given note with security. 
- _ No. 9, is a catalogue of books, bequeathed to the Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Gettysburg, by the late Pastor Storch, togeth- 
with a uansfer of the samesto the Evangelical Lutheran 
» Synod of N.C. Your committee reeommend, that the Synod 
- take posséssion of said books and make provision for their 
safe keeping;» No. 9 contains also letter from Mr. Vogler of 
paabory to the Rev'd G. Shober, having reference to the a- 
‘bove mentioned books. 

_ No. 10, is a letter trom the Rev'd Daniel Scherer to the Sy- 
‘Sotted of N. C., containing his parochial report, and prays, that 
his absense be excused; your committee recommend, that he 
be excused, and that his letter be read before the Synod. 
All of which is submitted with deference. 

Rev'd Jacop Mitter, Chairman. 
_ On motion, resolved, that the above report be accepted. 
Resolved, that the Rev’d President furnish the Rev'd D. P. 
Rosenmiller a regular dismission from this body as a member 
in good and honourable standing, 
A The Synod then adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M, 
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A sermon was dé from Isaiah 55ch, 6v. and service 
riggemed preparatory to the Lord’s Supper, by the Rev'd 
D. Scheck. | 
“After which the Synod resumed its business. | + 
Resolved, that the Secretary correspond with the Board of 
Directors of the Theological Seminaty at Gettysburg, respect- 
ing the conveyance of thé books, which they have reserved 
for themselves to the Rev. G. Morris of Baltimore. 
Resolved that the Synod gratefully accept, from the Board 
of Directors of the Theolo ogical Seminary at Gett we the 
residue of the Books, which were bequeathed to them by our 
venerable father Storch. 


Resolved, that the price of the book called Luter, be a" 
duced to 25 cents. 
The committee on petitions reported as follows: 
No. 1, is a petition signed by 35 persons, some of whom are 
members of our Church, | in which they pray. that the Rey’d * 


Adam Grimes be authorized to requisite ministeri- 
al services among them. 


Referred to the Ministerium. 


No. 2, is a petition from Frieden’s Church, Guilford County, « 
in which ray earnestly pray to be favoured with the next ses- ; 
sion of this Synod. 

Reterred to the consideration of the Synod. 

No. 3, is a petition from the Evangelical Lutheran Conines ¥ 

tion in Salisbury, in which they express their wish to have, 

he Rev'd John T. Tabler for their stated Minister, and that 
he take charge of the Congregation immediately. , 

Referred to the Ministerium. 

No. 4, isa petition from St. John’s Church, Cabarras ee s 
ty, in which they state their destitute situation, in consequence 
of the removal of the Rev’d Daniel Scherer, and wish to be » 


supplied with a minister who can officiate inthe German and © y 
languages, 
eferred to t e Ministerium. se 


No. 5, is a aanerel signed by the Elder and Deacons of 
Emanuel's and Zion's Davidson County, in which 
they express their approbation of the conduct Mr. John 
Reichart, and pray that his licence be renewed. tae, a 

Referred to the Ministerium. :. 

No. 6, is a petition from St. Michael’s Church, Iredell C, * 
praying for ministerial aid, and if they cannot be immediately 
a Aig with regular preaching, the they may be visited occasion- 
some Minister of our C 

eferred to the 
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No. 7, is 2 memorial from the rev'd Jacob Grieson in 


which 


he prays that his absense may be excused and his license re- 
Referred to the Ministerium, | | 
Respectfully submitted. _ _H. Graber, Chairman. | | 
Resolved, that the excuse of the Rev’d Jacob Greison, be | 
sustained. | 


Synod adjourned until Monday morning at 9 o'clock. Pray- | 
er by the Rev'd J. D. Scheck. | 
Sunday, May 20th, | 
On Sunday morning, at 11! o’clock, the members of the Sy- 
, and a large congregation, assembled in the Church, for 
lic worship. The services of the occasion were commenc- 
ed by the President, and a sermon delivered in the German | 
language, by the Rev’d Jacob Miller, from John 14ch. 1év. 
Immediately after, the Rev’d William Artz pronounced a dis- 
course in the English language from Acts 26ch. 28,29 verses. 
An address was then made at the altar, after which the sacred 
ordinance, instituted by our blessed Redeemer, in memory of 
the offering up of himself an atoning victim for the.sins of the 
world, was administered ;—the members of the Synod, and a 
respectable number of the members of the congregation unit- 
ing in its celebration, The service was thea closed with a 
benediction. 


Monday morning, May 21st. 

Synod met and was opened with 
prayer by the Secretary. ao 

‘The committee to whom was referred the examination of 
‘the Miputes of several sister Synods beg leave to report. 

The appointment of the Rev’d Mr. Sheck as delegate from 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 8S. C., to this body, and 
whose presence we hail with pleasure, together with the very 

welcome and affectionate reception of our late delegate to 
that body, the Rev’d Mr. Rosenmiller, are the only matters in 
which this body is interested. Joun T. Tasrer, Chairman, 
Resolved, that the above report be accepted. 
Resolved, that Rev'd Wm. Artz be appointed Ministerial 
Delegate to the next session of the Lutheran Synod of S. C. 
Resolved, that we procure an Archive to preserve the pap- 
ers belonging to the Synod, and the Rev'd President be au- 
“ thorized to procure the same, and forward it as early as practi- 
cable, to the Secretary. 

a _ Resolved, that the question brought before the Synod, hav- 
ing reference to the printed minutes of the last session, be dis* 
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- Resolved, that the minutes for the yess 1830, be 
to the Journal of the Synod, and that the Rev'd John T. 
be requested to do 
Resolved, that a Committee be ap Ppointe to examidé the | 
Tréasurer’s account ; whereupon the Rev’d Jacob Miller and 
Theobald Lentz were appointed said committee, 
The following contybations for the Synodical 


were received : 
Frederick Scherer 


Treasury 


Major George Huffman 
Rev’ d Jacob Miller, - 
Mr. House, Miller and Barringer 


$26,524 

Resolved, that in case Mrs, Storeh i is not disposed to} pre- 
serve the books, deposited with her for this Synod, that Mr. 
Theobald Lentz be authorized by the President to take care 
of them. 

_ Resolved, that the President be authorized to give mone 
during the recess of Synod, to applicants who may come. 
recommended, and who are disposed and are deemed qualified 
to labour within its limits. 

Resolved, that the sum of $8,00 which was advanced, by the 
Rev'd G. Shober, Treasurer, to Samuel Rothrock, be refunded. 
to him by the Synod. 

Ministeriat Session, 

Resolved, that the Rev’d Adam Grimes be satinahiah ed 
perform all requisite ministerial fanctions, marriage excepted, _ 
for the term of one year. 

Mr. John T. Tabler, student of divinity of the Theelogical 
Seminary at Gettysburg, presented himself for examination 
and lincensure. 

Resolved, that he be examined and that the examination 
take place before the Ministerium. 

The examination having been attended to, and the result 
highly satisfactory, it was resolved, that Mr. John T. Tabler 
be received as a licentiate and entitled to the privileges of a 
member of this Syned. 

We recommend, that the rev’d John T. Tabler, take cha 

. of the Lutheran Congregation ‘i in Salisbury, and of St. 
ael’s Church, Iredell County. «a 

We recommend, that the rev'd President visit St. John's : 
Church, Cabarrus ‘County, 

Resolved, that the rev'd President address an affectionate 


letter to Mr. John Reichart and invite him to the next meeting 
of the Synod, 
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that the license of the rev'd Jacob Greison be re- 
_  héwed for one year; and we recommend that he visit, if 

ticalfle, the T.utheran Churches in Dayidson County. 
Report of the Comimittee appointed to examine the former 
reasurer’s account, which is as follows: et a 

All ipts in the 8 ical Treasure fro 1831 t6 32 164 
an $104 00 
50 00 


— 


$54 00 


'S Deducted from the amount received leaves 

“ee Lent to Samuel Rothrock 

Monies on hand - : ‘ 

+ Peid to Mr. Lentz the present Treasurer. 

Resolved, that the above report be accepted. 

Ré@solved, that the minutes of this session be printed in both 

_ languages, and that 200 copies be printed in the English and 
the German language. 

ro Resolved, that the rev’d Father Shober be requested te trans- 

late them into the German, and to superintend the printing of 

them in both languages. 

Synod adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 g’clock.— 

Prayer by the rev'd Jacob Miller. * 
Tuesday morning, 22d. 
met and opened with prayer by the Secretary. 

‘The Committee appointed to alter and amend the proposed 
constitution for district Synods, carefully read and respectful- 
ly submitted the same to the consideration of the Synod. 

, Moved and seconded, that the constitution as presented by 
~ the committee be adopted. The question being taken and the 
votes coynted, it appeared, that it was are adopted. 

Resolved, that the Constitution be printed in the German 
and English languages, and that it be appended to the minutes. 
Resolved, that the rev’d H. Graber be authorized to trans- 

_ Jate the same into the German language, and that he be re- 

munerated for his services. 
Resolved, that the rev’d G. Shober superintend the printing 

of the constitution in both languag ae 
Resolved, that the minutes of our Synod be transmitted in 


the following ratio: | 
5 copies to the General Synod, | | ike. 
5 do to the Synod of New York, 
5 do tothe Hartwick Synod, 
to the Synod of Virginia, 
10 tothe Synod of South Carolina. 


E And that the Rev'd G. Shober be requested to make a com- 
i eo distribution of them to the above Synods and to the 
Churches in connexion with the Synod, 
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Resolved, that the sum of $1,50 cts. be refunded to ourlate 


secretary for the publication of the time of the present session 
of the Synod, in the Salisbury Western Carolinian. & . 

The Synod proceeded ta the choice of the time and place 
of it# next session. Invitations were received from I[redell, 
Cabarrus and Guilford ¢otnties. 


The members ballotedgimd on counting the votes, it appears — 


ed that Guilford County was chosen. | aes 

Resolved, that th® next session of this Synod be held in 
Frieden’s Church, Guilford County. Resolved, that it be held 
on the Thursday before the-first Sunday in May 1833, 

The President presented the thanks of this Synod to the 
members of St. Paul’s Church, and the people generally, for 
their kindness and hospitality. . 

The Brethren then joined in singing an hymn of praise and 
on bended knees, the Rev'd Pensions closed the session with 
a fervent prayer to Almighty God. | 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the records 
of the Synod and Ministerium held in St, Paul’s Church, Lin- 
coln Countyy N. C. May 1832, Witiiam Aarz, Secretary, 

| 

After Synod the Rev’d Jacob Scherer sent: to the Treasurer, do 

nations from his 5 Congregations in Wythe, Virginia. 


St. John’s Church 83 60 
Zion’s do. 4 65 
St. Paul’s do. - - 3 22% 
Burk’s Garden - 1 00 
815 00 


In these 5 Congregations Rév'd Scherer had iast year 321 Com- 
municants, confirmed 21, baptised children 48, 1 adult, buried 10. 


The Rev’d Br. Jenkins, from Tennessee, sent a letter to excuse 


his absense. ‘This arrived after Synod, 


On Monday the 21st, at 2 o’clock, P. M, a meeting of the 
Missionary Society was called; but as there was not a suffi- 
ciént number of members present to transact business, the Syn- 
odwesumed its session, No Missionary could be procured to 


visjt the destitute portions of our Church, during the past year. 
The funds, though small; and to which no addition has been 
made since the last report of the Treasurer, are still lying dor- 
-mant in his hands ; bearing no interest, and effecting no good 
the Church, 
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Brethren in the Ministry, Members of the household of faith; 
| why this indifference to the interests, this inattention to the 
: | wants of our Zion? Surely this institution is calculated to do 
much good. It is the glory of the Church, and every genuine 
son of the Church will labor and pray for its prosperity. Look 


u- around you, all is action now. Christians of other denomina- 
tions are active and liberal in supporting the Missionary, Bible, 
@ and Tract Societies among themselves, and yet they have no 


more ability, no more money than we have, and why are we 
: not equally active and liberal? Let us no longer content 

ourselves to be so far behind the age in which we live ; but 
' come up cheerfully and courageously to the help of the Lord 

against the mighty. Artz, Secretary. 


CONSTITUTION 

: For the members composing the 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN ‘SYNOD 
oF 


Section I. 
OF THE SYNOD. 

’ Art. 1. It was found necessary and profitable in the primitive Church, to have 
an occasional meeting of different individual Churches, for the purpose of con- 
sultation and mutual encouragement, in preserving their purity and-promoting 
their welfare. This apostolical custom is retained in the Lutheran Church, 
under the name of Synod, or Conference. 

Art. 2. A Synod consists of all the Ministers, Licensed Candidates, and Lay 
Delegates duly authorized to represent the Congregations within their respec - 
tive districts, 


Delegate, and if a lay-delegate be present from a district, from which there is 
no Minister present in the Synod, he shall have equal privileges with the other 
Jay-delegates. 
Art. 4. \t is the duty of this Synod, to see that the rules of government and 
discipline prescribed in the Formula, are observed by all the ae ae. em and 
eae within its bounds, if deemed practicable, to receive appeals from de- 
Ons of Church Councils and of special Conferences when a gare | brought 
a belore them; and review and reverse or confirm the decisions to which they re- 
fer ;"t0 examine and decide on all charges against Ministers and Licentiates, 
that of heterodoxy alone excepted ; to form and change ministerial districts ; to 

‘attend to any business relating to their Churches, which is regularly brought 
‘Before them, to provide supplies fer destitude Congregations, and to devise and 
execute suitable measures for the promotion of piety and the general prosperity 
of the Church, not otherwise disposed of in the Formula. 


— 


‘Church members within their bounds to appear before them; and to endeayour 
- to obtain other witnesses, when the case may require it, 


+ 


Art.3. Ne Minister or Licensed candidate is entitled to more than one Lay-_ 


Art. 5. To this end the Synod and Ministerium shall have power to cite any | 
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Art. 6. Iffany congregation, in connexion with this Synod should refuse to 
observe the provisions of its Constitution or of the Formula, (see Art, 4) it shall 
| be excluded from connexion with said Synod during the time of its refusal ; nor 
) shall any Minister or Licentiate belonging to the Synod, take charge of it with- 
out special permission of the President. Provided, however, that if the charter 
) of any Congregation be at variance with any article of the Formula, said char- 
+, ter shall have precedence of those articles with which it is in conflict. 
Art. 7. Any Congregation, situated within the bounds of this Synod, may 
become connected with it, by aceeding to the provisions of its Constitution, and 
making some annual contribution towards defraying the etpenses of said Syn- 
od. For this purpose an annual collection ought to be held in each congrega- 


tion. 
; Art. 8. At least one meeting of the Synod shall be held every year, at such 
| time and place as may be determined on by said Synod. | 
Art. 9. No Minister or Licentiate shall be absent from the meeting of the Syn- 
od without the most urgent necessity. In case of his absense, he shall, if pos- 
| sible send to the Synod a written apology for his absense. Voluntary ministe- 
rial engagements shall not be regarded as a sufficient exeuse. Any Minister or 
Licentiate violating the provisions of this article, shall be called to account by 
the President at the next meeting. 
Art. 10. These written apologies, as well as all other letters and papers in- 
tended for the Synod or Ministerium, ought to be addressed to the President. 
Art. 11. The Minister of the place in which the Synod is held, with the 
church council shall endeavour to provide for the entertainment of the ministers, 
candidates and lay-delegutes by christian friends. 
Art. 12. All the members of the Synod shall endeavor to assemble on the ev- 
ening preceding the day appointed. 
Art. 13. Divine Worship shall be celebrated, during the meeting of the Syn? 
| od, as often as may be convenient, and consistant with the business of the Synod, 
Art. 14. Ministerial Delegates from other Lutheran Synods, shal! be entitled - 
to have a seat ard vote, and to partake in all our synodical transactions. . = 
Art. 15. Ministers of good standing in other Ecclesiastical Bodies, or in any 
sister Charches, who may happen to be present, or who appear as Delegates . 
| from said Bodies, may be received as advisary members, but cannot vote in any *s 
decisions of the Synod. — . 
Section II. 


OFFICERS OF THE SYNOD. g 


Art. 1. The officers of the synod shall be a President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Art. 2. All these officers shall be chosen annually by ballot, the President an 
Secretary from among the ordained ministers regularly bel: nging to the Sy 
so likewise the Treasurer; or from among the Lay-Delegates present, as the 
Synod may deem expedient. The President, Secretary and also the Treasur- 
er of the Synod (if he be an ordained minister) are also the officers of ministerium, 
Art. 3. The same persons shall not be eligible to these offices for more than 
three successive years. 
PRESIDENT. 
Art. 4, The President if practicable, or any ordained minister whom he may 
request, shall deliver a synodical discourse at the meeting of every Syno@! and 
he shail, in connexion with the pastor of the place, appoint the othtr individa- 
als who are to preach during the session. ) ) 
4rt. 5. He shall at the beginning of every Synod, make a written report of all 
the officia! business transacted, and letters received by him, since the last meet. * 
ing, and of all the important events which have occurred relating to the Synod, 
and may recommend for their consideration, such measures as he may deem 
necessary, or cal-ulated to promote the cause of God. This report shall be laid 
on the table, and dealé with as with all other papers coming before the body. 
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Art.8. He presides at all meetitigs of the Synod and Ministeriart. 
Art. 7. The President has a right to take partin the discussions as well"¢s 
; & the other members. When the house is equally divided on any question, he has 
the casting vote.. In ail other cases he has no suffrage, except when an election 
~ 4s held by ballot, and then he has not the casting vote. — 
Art. 9. The President sha!l preserve order, not suffer more than one member + 
we to speak at a time, secure to each liberty to speak without interruption 
from others, and shal! prevent the from deviating from the subject be- 
: fore the House. 

4ri.9. The President shall take care, that ¢ach subject be daly considered, 
before a decision be made. He shall distinctly rehearse each motion, when no 
= has any further observations to offer, and take the votes of the House on 

same. 
_ Art. 10 When the votes are called for, are to be given by Rising and 
Sitting, and no further observations are admissible. 

Art. 11. The Presifent has the appointment of all Committees, which are not 
to be elected by ballot, or otherwise ; and every motion for the formation of a 
committee shall specify in what way it is to be formed. 

Art. 12. \t is an important part of his duty to give counsel to every member 
of the Synod, when he deems it expedient, and particularly to admonish and ad- 
: vise every erring brother. If accusation has been lodged against any member of 
eo this body, according to chapter the 3d, and section the 5th of the Formula, it 

shal! be his duty to call upon the individual to relieve his character from said 
5 imputation, before the Synod or Ministerium. ' wt 
. oe rt. 13. Should the President remove from the limit of the Synod or depart 
» & this life, then the Secretary shall succeed him, and discharge the duties of the 
President until the next Synod. 
SECRETARY. 


Art. 14. The Sectetaty shall keep a faithful and accurate account of all thé 
oceedings of the Synod and isterium ; carefully preserve all the papers, — 
e seal, &c of the Synod subject to its direction, and shall do all the official 
. Writing of the Synod not otherwise provided for. , 

Art. 15. He 1s to keep a register of the names of all the ministers and licenti- 
&tes, arranged according to their age in office, and also of the Congregations, 
whether vacant or not, connected with the Synod. 

Art. 16. Mf the accumulation of business should render it necessary, the Presi- 
dent may appoint an assistant Secrteary, whose office shall expire at the close 
of the session of the Synod. 

“rt. 17. If in the recess of the Synod, the Secretary should temove into the 

nds of another Synod, or depart this life, the President shall require the Ar- 
chivésy the seal, and all other property of the Synod, to be delivered to him, and 
shall retain the charge of them until the next session of the Synod, when he shall 
appvint a Secretary pro tem. 

Art. 18. Uniess the Archives are stherwise disposed of by the Synod, they shall 
in the charge and custedy of the Secretary. Any Minister or Delegate of a 
ngregation connected with said Synod, shall have free access to them; but no 

part of them shall be allowed to be taken away or destroyed. : 


TREASURER. 


__ Art.19- The Treasurer shall take charge of all the monies belonging to the | 
Synod, and shall keep them subject to its order. He shall pre bond and securi- 
ty in such stim, as the Synod may direct, he shall keep, and present at each an- 
pual meeting a detailed and faithful account of the state of the Treasury. 

21). Ati order from the President, attested by the Secretary on the Treas 
ter; shall be a sufficient voucher for him, to pay money out of the Treasury. __ 
Art. 21. Should the Treasurer, during the reeess of the Synod, remove out of © 
bounds, ot be temoved by death: he shall deliver, or cause to be delivered ta 


| said Synod all the monies, certificates, bonds and documents in his hands, belong- 
| 


a 


ipg to it, at ite next annual session, 
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Section Ht 
™ OTHER MEMBERS OF THE SYNOD. 


Art. 1, It is the sacred duty of every ordained Minister, Li- 

centiate and Lay-Delegate of this Synod to observe the pro- 
visions of this Constitation, 

Art. 2, It is recommended toltvery Ordained Minister and 
Licentiate, to aid in circulating among the members of his 
churge, the books proposed by said Syned for use. 

Art. 3. No Minister or Licentiate shall interfere with the 
Congregations of another, by preaching or performing other 
ministerial dnties in them, except by his request or consent, if 
present; nor in his absense, if he have reason to think that any 
evil would result to said Church. The charter of any Congre- 
gation ‘shall in this, as well as in all other cases, have the pre- 
cedence, according to Section Ist, Article 6th. 

Art. 4, Any Minister or Licentiate in good standing, whe 
‘reinoves from the bounds of this Synod into those of another, 
shall on application to the President, receive a certificate un- 
der his signature, of his honorable dismission. 

Art. 5, Every Ordained Minister has the right to leave His 
eharge, and remove to another, whenever he believes it his ‘du- 
ty to do so; yet he must give the President and his Congrega-. 
tions notice thereof, eight weeks, before the time of his intend- 
ed removal, 

Art. 6. A licensed Candidate shall have the liberty to visit § 
vacant Congregations, either upon receiving an invitation from 
them, or upon the advice of the Synod or President. 


Art. 7. After a Licentiate has a stated charge, he’shall be ti] 
restricted to it, and shall not résign it without the consent of «4% 
the Ministerium, or in its recess, of the President. “ft 

Art. 8. A Licentiate has power to perform all the ministerial a4 
functions, during the time specified in his license. oe 


Art. 9. In addition to the obligations of Ministers specified ~~ © 
in chapter 3, section Ist of the Formula, it is the daty of Li- | 
centiates particularly, to devote all their leisure time to their * | f 
personal improvement, and knowledge, and grace, to receive a 
counsel from the President, and apply to him for advice in cas- , 

- Art. 10, Every Licentiate must keep a general Journal of 
his ministerial acts, which with a few setmons of his own com- ul 


sition, he must deliver, or send annually for the inspection N 
of the Ministerium. | 


LAY-DELEGATES. 
Art, 11. Each Lay-Delegate, entitled to a seat by this Con- 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
It is recommended, that thé transactions of the Synod be 
| conducted as follows : 

Art, 1. At the time &ppointéd for the meeting, the members 
present shall assemble, and if two Ordained Ministers, one Li- 
centiate and three Lay-Deiegates be present, they shall con- 
stitute a quorum. 

Art, 2. The President stiall open the first session by prayer, 
after the brethren have anitedly sung an hymn. And every 
session of the S and Ministerium shall be opened and 
closed with prayer. In the absense of the President, the first 
prayer shall be made by the Secretary, and if he also be ab- 


' genty’by one of the elder Ministers present. 


Art. 3. After prayer the Secretary shall call the names of all 
the ordained Ministers and Licentiates, belonging to the Syn- 
od, and note the absentees. ah 

Art. 4. The Lay-Delegates shall then exhibit the certificate 
of their appointment, and their names be registered by the 

, as members of the Synod. 

Art, 5. The President shall make his report according to 
Section 2d, Article 5th, of this Congtitution, as the last official 
act of his office, and then inform the members, that _ : 

Art, 6. The election of officers for the ensuing year is now 
to be attended to. , 

Art. 7. A dismission of Delegates or Ministers from other 
Ecclesiastical Bodies, according to Section 1, Articles 14, 15. 
Art, 8. The Minutes of the last Synod may be fead,__ 

Ari. 9. All papers intended for the Synod or Ministerium 
are to be handed in, and verbal notice may be given of any 


important business intended to be brought before the Synod, 


Art, 10. The Secretary shall then number the papers as ar- 
ranged by the President, after which they shall be taken up and 
yaad before the whole house in numerical order,’or be 
first referred to Committees, as the house may direct. The 


‘Feports of Committees may be heard and acted on at any time, 


ahd the intervals be filled up by the succeeding items. — 


__ Art. 11 Each Minister shall be called on by the Secretary, 


or the record of persons baptized and confirmed, as. well as 
ef the regular communing members, belonging to his churches; 
as also of the number of Schools, 


“stitution, shallihave equal with the Ministers in all busi 
ws F a ness belonging to the Synod ; that is, may take part in the de- . 
. im? bates, offer resolutions, and vote on all Synodical questions. 
Section IV. 
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Art. 12, The Treasurer's account shall be 
Art. 13. The number of vacant congregations be inquired a 4 
into, and provision made for them. 
Art, 14. Promiscuous business, 
Art. 15. Election of Delegates to Ecclesiastical Bodies, and 
of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 
Art, 16. Choice of the time and place for the next meeting 


Art, 17. Dismission of the Synod, and annunciation of the 


time of the Ministerial session. 
absent at the 
m present may 


Art. 18. Should the President or Secre 
proper time for opening a session, the 
elect others pro tempore. 

Section V. 
PROCESS AGAINST A MINISTER. : 

Art, 1. As the honor and success of the Gospel depend very 

_ much on the character of its Ministers, the Synod ought to 
guard with the utmost care and impartiality the conduct of its 

Art. 2. All Christians should be very cautious in giving cred- 
it or circulation to an ill report of any man, and especially of 
a minister of the Gospel ; if any man knows a Minister to be 
guilty of a private censurable fault, he should warn him in pri- 
vate, If this prove fruitless, he should apply to the Church 
Council, who shall proceed as specified in Chapter 3, para- 
graph 5, of the Formula. | 

Art. 3. If accusation be lodged according to Chapter 3, § 5 
of said Formula, with the President, within four months of the 
time of the next synodical Meeting, he shal) defer the matter 
to said meeting; yet, if the charge be one of drunkenness, : 
lewdness, siccaletinis fundamental errors in doctrine, or a high- ne 
er crime, he shall immediately direct the accused to suspend 7 
all his ministerial duties, until his case is decided. If such ac- «+ Go 
cusation is lodged with the President at an earlier date, he a 
shall, if the charge be one of drunkenness, lewdness, circulat- f 

_ ing fundamental error in doctrine, or higher crime, immediate- 

_ dy give notice to all the members of the Synod, to which. the. 
accused belongs, to meet, without delay, ata suitable place, « 
and institute a formal investigation of the case, according to , 
the principles of the Formula. The President shall immedi- ° 
ately fix the time and place of the meeting, and give at least ; 
fifteen days notice of the same to each Minister in the Synod, 
and also to the parties concerned. hye 


a 
ey 


and give all the notice as aboye required, 

Art. 5. A Conimittee of three ordained Mivister@thus ap- 
pointed, shai] have power to procee@fand hold a fair aud im- 
partial investigation of the case, and to take all such measures 
@8 may be just and necessary, to determine the guilt or inno- 

sence of the accused. 

Art. 6, If the accused confess, and the matter be base and 

itious, such as are gpecified in Article’ 3, of this section, 
however penitent he may be, he must immediately be suspend- 
ed from the exercise of his office, and, if thought expedient, 
a time appointed for him publicly to confess to the Congrega» 


tion his guilt and penitence. 


_ Art. 7. Ifa Minister accused of atrocious crimes, being du- 
ly notified, refuses to attend the investigation, he shall still be 
immediately suspended from office, 

_ Art, 8, If the accused deny the charge, and yet on examin- 
ation of the evidences is found guilty, the Synod or Commit- 
tee shall nevertheless proceed to pass sentence on him, : 

Art, 9..The highest punishment which can be inflicted by a 
Committee appointed us above specified, is suspeision from 
clerical functions ; and this sentence is to be reported to the 
next meeting of the Synod, and remains in force until reversed 
by the Synod or Ministerium, as the case may be. 

. Art. 10, Any Minister intending to+appeal from the deci- 
sion of a Committee, shall give notice of it to his accusers with- 
in three weeks after the time when the decision was made ;--—— 
that both parties may be prepared for a new trial, 

Art. 11. It at any ‘ime, accusation be lodged with the Pres. 
ident, according to Chapter 3d, paragraph Sth of the Formu- 
Ja, tor a less crime than those above specified in Article the 3d, 
of this section, he shalltake no other steps in tne case, than to 
write a letter to the accused and the accusers, exhorting them 
to mutual forbearance and refering them to the next Synod. 


Art..12. aceusation against a Minister be made immedi- 


ately to’ the Synod, and ‘he Synod believe themselves in pos- 
on of ali the evidence necessary 40 a just decision, the 
€ase may be immediately examined and senteace passed. But 
if the neeessary evidence be not before them, and the crime 
be such as is specified in Article 3d of this section, they shall 
wppoint a meeting of a Committee, who shail proceed as above 


ified. 
¥ a.i8 If a Minister be found guiliy of drunkenness, fun- 
damental heresy, lewdness,,or higher crimes, his sentence of 


=~ * 


he President shall appoint a Committee of three 
inisters, and shall.fix the time and place of their 
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not be removed until after some time of pens 
}tent, humble and edifving conduct: And he cannot be Peston 
ed judicatory than the Synod or Ministeriumi, if hiscadé 
Art. 1. Vacant Congregations which cannot be immediate. 
, Ps sob a Minister, are advised to assemble on the 
« Lord’s Day, to select some member offhe Church, of suiiable 
*eapacities and character, to conduct the exercises and engage 
“Gn the worship of God. 
.. Art. 2, It is also recommended, that at these meetings, @ 
rtion of the Scriptures, dnd of the prayers contained in the 
iturgy, or some select sermons, such as are approved by the 
President of the Synod, be read. | : f 
Section VIL. 
OF MISSIONS, 
As the blessed Saviour, léft to his followers the command 
®Go ye and make disciples of all mations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, of the Son, whd of the Holy Ghost, 
and teaching them to observe all things whats»ever [ have - 
commanded you. Matth. 28. 19, 20. the Syriod shall regard 
it as a sacred duty to adopt, from time to time, such measures 
‘8 they may deem best calculated to execute this solema igs 


Junction. | 
ELECTION OF DELEGATES AND DIRECTORS. 
‘The eleétion of Delegates to Ecclesiastical Bodies and Dix 
rectors of the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, may be 
held by ballot, anid a licensed Candidate shall not_be eligible 
to either of these offices. _. 
Section IX. 
| SPECIAL CONFERENCES. * 
Art, 1, It is earnestly recommended that special Conference. 
es be held within the bounds of this Synod, on a week-day of — 
 Art.2. It is desitable, that a Conference be held each year, 
Tt ought to last two days, and the chief business to be perform. * 
edat the same, is to awaken sinners and to edify believers y 
lose practical preaching. 
“Art. 3. The state Of religion in the churches ought to be ens. 


Ps 


Was+one of fundament 


quired into,and atleast an hour be spent by the Conference 


alone in conversation, on subjects gelating to pastoral experi- 
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Theup Gonfergpces ought to ba shor 
te, 
Art. 5. Special . may thet 
business of tions which is referred to them’; but/no 
Gonference shall, undef any pretext whatever, petiorm ang 
biisiness cosinected with the Licensure or of. 
‘didates for the Ministry. : 
Ari. Lay-Delegates may also be sent to 


visable by the Synod. . 


MINISTERIAL SESSION, , 


1. The Clerjfy shall then hold meeting consiging ex- 
of Scripture Elders, that is, ra* for. the .pur- 
attending to those duties, which Christ and his Apos- * . 
joined upon them alone, viz. Examination, Licensure 
and Ordination of of.Candidates for the which, in Serpture meeting 


called the Ministerium at Presbytefy,t b 


Section X, 


4 


Art. 2, Licensed Candidates may be t at. the Minis- ~*~ - 
* terial meeting, unless requested to wi w, and = take 


in the discussions, but have no vote. 

_ Art, 3. The Ministerium shall also, be the pro 
om all charges of heresy against a Minister, prove dy to bow 
ned and decided ; as also all a from the decision of — 
*— Church-Council, on a charge of heresy against a Lay-man, 
Art, 4, When. ordained Ministers of other religious 
tions, make application for admission into exion with 
Syeod, the Mimeteriom shall be the to decide on 


“det. 5. % ss of two-thirds of the ordained ‘Migisters 
shall be we for the licensure of an-applicant 
well as the ened of hiesLicense, or the -ordirfation of 4 
_eensed candidate, or the admission an ofdained Misgater of 
another denomination, 
Art. 6. No Minister or Licentiate; from a Foreign 
he as a member of shes , af 
ter a residence of two yearsdin country an 
able’ deportment dering that Excepting only, 
Minister comes well for an 
, by a Consistorium, or a numberof individuals, known 
finistérium, as orthodox and evangelical, and ifthe 
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they in the 

hi for lve ar which the 
manefit Teception, as a Regular member shall 

tad the ease decided actording to Article 5 of 


7. All business not specifically éutrusted to the. Ministgs 
in thig Constitdtion, shall belong to the Synod, 
The order of business of the Ministeriam may 


firt. Be 
follows: 
The Licen 
be read 
incon 


Art. 


+ 


he may 


the Licentiates, before Ww . wen rend- 


pomeaats for licensure are examined. 
4. After the examination of the applicants and of the sermons and 
_. of licentiates, the and licentiates may be desired to withdraw, 


the question a and spnowal of be discuse~ 


ed and d 
6. The licensure and pone either in the Mimeteriam 
7. Some time shall then be spent in conversation on pastoral experiance. 
‘Section XI. 


ination AND LICENSURE OF CANDIDATES. 


gor’ more ordained Ministers; rpose at the time.-- 
Ais these exarhinations may useful to,the whole . 


Minisrinm, i recomcaded thatthe} be perfried th 


Ministetium haS.a right to ask the applicant any | 
Art. 3. The examination ought to embrace the su 

” Personal , and. the motives of the applicant 
‘Bice, the reek and Hebrew Scriptures, the Evidences off 
» Natural and Revealed Theology, Church History, Pas. 
y. the rales of Sermonizing, and Church Government. } 
to candidates. who may come well iocharge bed whom “a 


examination he may deem 


0. 
5. The ceremony of Licensure shall be be as follows: 


tora) T 


ress from the Président as prescri 
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the the Old and Naw 


and thé Only. infallibiewulecof faith 
yon believe that the fundamental doctrines of 


the’ aid of God, faithfully to the’ duties 
pline of thié body, bo g as you ina member of § \ 
6. These questions being answered in aficmativey “thé 


ident, offers up a suitable prayer, delivers hint bis 
cludes, with a short address as directed in the Liturgy. 
7. All shall extend. to the time of the next 
ofthe shall be renéwed asa mattenofeoure, 
owhether the d.icetitiate be present of not; finless satisfactory reasons > 
ard" known to the Ministerium, #high render a renewal inexpedient. 
An@ if for any feasog, no meeting be held at the gppojnted time, thé 
Licenses granted, by said Mingo shall remain im forceg until ree 
at uefih meeting. 
probation, does in the 


Art ifs Licentiate after some time of 
ment.of the. Ministerium, prove himself unqualified for the duties 


rmed at the and plat@#here the degision 


2 The poor of Ordination, wherever performed, shall ¥, 


of the Ministerial offic 


and Ministerium, Commities 


‘tare, dues d 
President of t 


she p, after rs bh as is 
“pose to the didate the Guewions: 
Re beheve the Seript of tle O ‘New to in tho j 
gael and that itis Mire only infallible of faith and p 
‘Yyoubelieve tbat the fu | doctrines of the word are tau 
a substa doctriga) the 


you promise, by aid of faithfully to perform alithe 
om you es a christian Minister “and to subm yourself to the rules 
ofS of thin body, long as you a member ef int? 
you be seeking the Ministerial @ffite; are 
» 5. 


faithfully andl anil zealously to reach the truthé of the Gos 
of otf Lords Christ, as contained jn the Holy Seriptures ? 


being answered in the ativesithe gandidate shall 
dev President or Mi him. after the 
ol example ers €nd the laying -n g of the istry 1, @. 
Ministers present, shall hand, dod avel- - 
come him. to m the Ministry S.cetpmonies then be 


eoncluded nediction 
Att. 4. tha be faltered or or any annual meeting of 


the Synod, by’ Consepit of ‘of the member prese 
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